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IFDS Development Committee 

 
2013 Report from the IFDS Development Committee 

 

During 2013 the Development Committee has focused on the following key areas: 
 

• IFDS Web site re-design 

• RNA Questionnaire 

• 2013 Disabled Sailing Seminar 

• 2014 Development Seminar - Brazil 
 
Web Site design 
The internet should be our main channel of communication, both to existing RNAs and to 
prospective new nations.  It is now the most efficient and widely used method of communication.  
The existing website is not fit for purpose and it was agreed that it would be redesigned, adopting 
best practice from member nations. 
The existing site is “all things to all men”; it aspires to be both a marketing arm for IFDS and an 
internal business management tool.  The layout is confusing and navigation is difficult for 
newcomers and many links do not work.  The new design should ensure smooth navigation to a 
host of information and resources in due course.  It will be comprehensive and attractive becoming 
the ‘show window’ for IFDS information and resources. 
 
It will contain current news and will use the key components of effective marketing; twitter, 
Facebook, video features etc. 
 
Appendix (SP 8(a)(ii)(1)) shows the new architecture that was proposed and accepted by the IFDS 
Executive Committee. 
 
ISAF have been working with the Development Committee Chairman and Brian Candless on this 
project.  They will be working with IFDS to implement these changes in the near future. 
 
Questionnaire 
In 2012, and again in 1013 we conducted a survey to monitor the state of development of our sport 
in the countries affiliated to IFDS.  Many thanks to those who responded to our questionnaire 
 
The aims of the survey were to highlight where best practice was to be found in order to share 
knowledge amongst nations.  It will also focus our scarce Development Committee resources into 
areas of greatest need. 
 
Appendix (SP 8(a)(ii)(1)) This attached presentation summarizes the results of the survey but 
before going any further – a word of caution 
 

• What follows should not be interpreted as some form of league table 
• It is not our intention to attribute praise to some nations or blame to others to others 
• We simply want to make sure that, in an era of scarce resources 

We at IFDS are addressing the most important topics in our development activities 
and are focusing our efforts towards the areas of greatest need  

 
Please see Appendix (SP8(a)(ii)(1)) attached. 
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IFDS Development Seminar, 2013 
The 2013 Development Seminar In acknowledgement that many people attending the ISAF and 
IFDS Conferences will have a busy schedule, IFDS has organized a programme that takes this into 
account and ensures more flexibility and the opportunity to attend one of the two sessions. 
 
Sessions will be held on Wednesday 13 November 2013 in one section of the Ballroom: 
Session 1 – 09:30-12:00 
Session 2 – 14:00-16:30 
 
Interested representatives are invited to come and meet our experts and find out how you can start 
a sailing programme your country for disabled young people and adults or expend your current 
programme.   There will be a number of Information stands.   Representatives can come at any 
time during the two sessions and will have the opportunity to meet a number of experts who will be 
able to answer questions give you information, subjects will include: 
• Creating a racing pathway; 
• Boat adaptations and equipment; 
• Classification; 
• Finding funding; 
• Finding disabled sailors and volunteers; 
• Disability awareness training; 
• Events. 
 
South America Seminar (Brazil) 2014 
Work is underway to organise the 2014 IFDS Development Seminar in Brazil.  There is much work 
to do but the following has already been achieved: 
• Potential venue; 
• Home country representative appointed to Development Committee; 
• Potential sponsors identified;  
• Positive research on who would be interested in attending. 

 
The date is yet to be confirmed. 
 
Thank you 
 
A very special thank you to Brian McCandless who has put in endless hours of hard work and 
commitment over the past year working with the Chairman.  It has been a pleasure working with 
Brian and I personally have appreciated his expert knowledge on a host of subjects. 
 
 

Debbie Blachford 

Chair, IFDS Development Committee 


